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Network Day 
 
 
 

Sat 22 Sept 
10.30- 3.00pm  

 

Oakham School 
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Fee: £10 including buffet lunch 

Contact slc2@oakham.rutland.sch.uk 

Hello again. 
I would like to invite you to 
our first Network Day in the 
East Midlands – an 
opportunity for anyone 
teaching or supporting 
physics classes to get some 
up-to-date information, share 
ideas and collect some free 
resources. Only £10 
including a buffet lunch. 
 
To keep costs down and 
simplify the organisation, this 
first event will take place at 
Oakham, where I currently 
teach. If it proves popular, 
we will organise something 
similar next year, at a 
different venue – so that we 
move around the region. 
We have a fabulous 
speaker, Martin Bencsik, 
whose lecture ‘MRI and the 
bicycle wheel’  will appeal to 
everyone, and lots of 
workshops to choose from.  
 
A 3pm finish will allow you a 
little time to explore Rutland 
and Rutland Water.  
Woolsthorpe Manor- 
Newton’s birthplace, and 
Burghley House - one of his 
haunts,  are both nearby and 
make good family and 
school visits.  
 
Please circulate the 
invitation and itinerary to all 
of your science staff – 
ANYONE who teaches or 
supports physics in the 
classroom is very welcome. 
I do hope  you can make it. 
  
Booking closes Thu 20 
Sept 6pm. 
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Network  Day Workshops  
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 - a practical workshop 
intended to help you make 
good use of your van de Graaff 
generator.  Gary Williams, IoP, 
N Wales (KS 3, 4,5). 
8��	���� �� $����� ���� 9� the 
writer of this excellent new CD 
will demonstrate some of the 
virtual experiments, then give 
you a free copy! John Nunn, 
NPL (KS 4,5).��
��%�&� '�%�� ���� '����� – 
some ideas to try immediately. 
Stefan Pratt, King Edward VII 
School, Melton Mowbray (KS 
3,4,5).�
��!� ����$� – a suitcase of 
demos from the IoP with a few 
of his own. Neal Gupta, IoP 
network coordinator (KS 3,4) 
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3-5 Dec 07 
 

Bring your students on a 
timely trip to CERN just 

before the biggest 
particle accelerator in the 

world smashes its first 
protons together. 
Cost £120 +flights 

(currently £80 return)  

Contact Sue for detail 
slc2@oakham.rutland.sch.

uk.  
If you cannot get students there in 
person, take them to the virtual 
exhibition: 
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk 
antenna/bigbang/ 
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“for everyone teaching physics”  
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Bursaries for your science and technology students 
 

East Midlands Development Agency (emda) is injecting more 
than £600,000 into a bursary scheme to encourage more 

students to study science-based courses at university. The 
bursaries are known as EMSTAs (East Midlands Science and 
Technology Awards) and will be available at the region’s nine 

universities. Up to 200 students will be eligible for £3,000 
bursaries (£1,000 a year for three years) to enable them to 

study science, technology, engineering and maths. 
The initiative will be open to students who are typically under-
represented in STEM subjects in higher education, such as 
those from low income families, are the first in the family to 
enter higher education, or from areas where participation in 

higher education is low. The initiative will benefit 80 students 
starting courses this year, and it will be available to 120 

students starting courses in 2008. 
Students qualifying for the bursaries will also be encouraged to 
participate in activities designed to enhance their employability 

skills, such as attending courses on entrepreneurship, 
presentation, and  other personal development opportunities. 

 
If you are interested in applying for the 2008 Bursaries contact 

Aimhigher on 01509 222427 or for more information visit 
www.aimhigher-eastmidlands.ac.uk/emsta   

 
���������	�
��������
���������������  

National Science and Engineering Week (NSEW)  
 7 to 16 March 2008. 

  
Tue 30 Oct  at 18:00 – 20:00   

 Conference Centre at Riseholme Campus,  
University of Lincoln.  

 
 

There will be an exhibition showing resources available to support 
NSEW events and presentations by the BA and others. 

Light refreshments and sandwiches will also be available. Above 
all there will the opportunity to network and share ideas on how to 
organise an event, raise funding and generate publicity. I would 

also like to hear from anyone wishing to show the resources they 
have at the exhibition. 

Register by contacting Phil Brown  
 

Philip.Brown@the-ba.net  
024-7671-7275 

 
�������������   These details and a map of the venue can also 

be found on-line at  
http://www.emsec.orguk/index.php/NSEW_2008 .  

 
This is a free wiki where East Midlands Science and Engineering 

Communicators can meet, network and exchange information. I am 
also hoping it will grow into a marketplace where consumers such 

as schools can meet producers.  
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Nottingham Trent 

University 
Monday 16th June 

Tues 17th June  
 

A team of four able 
students from your 

school are invited to 
learn about ballistics 

through practical work 
using university 

equipment, whilst 
accompanying 

teachers enjoy an IoP 
Teacher Workshop. 

 
At the end of the day, 

teams make 
presentations to each 

other. 
 

Prizes for the best 
presentations. 

 
Further details from: 

georgina.westbrook@
ntu.ac.uk 
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Physics Education in the Classroom 

 
Look out for - Physics Education in the 
Classroom! This eight page full colour 

version of the IOP Education 
department newsletter appears 4 times 

a year. 
There will be more news and reviews 

relevant to all UK and Eire schools and 
colleges as well as resources and 

ideas for teaching, particularly the 11-
16 age range. If you have any 

particular requests or suggestions for 
items you would like to see included, 

please contact�
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Practical Physics 
A website packed with physics 
experiments - free apparatus, 
procedures and teaching notes, 
together with general guidance. 
NEW pages: How science works 

www.practicalphysics.org 
 
SciCast Physics (replacing Paperclip 

Physics) 
A film-making competition that 
challenges students of all ages to 
make a short film explaining a 

principle of physics to nonscientists, 
in an entertaining way. 

www.planetscicast. 
com/scicast_physics.cfm 

IOP/PPARC School Grants 
Apply for grants of up to £400 at 

any time. For details, see 
http://teachingphysics.iop.org/tea 

cher_support/ 
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